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 Court Caseload Trends 
Colorado’s Courts receive three quarters of a million new case filings 
each year.  The Court’s diverse caseload includes child protection, 
debt collection, criminal—from traffic to felony, and divorce.  

While trial court filing growth 
has moderated recently, certain 
regions of the state and some 
case types continue to growth 
rapidly.   
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New Trial Court Filings:  FY 2005 through FY 2009

1.5 % Growth Since 2005 

The Western Slope 
and Weld County 
have been the fastest 
growing areas of the 
state over the last 
five years. 

Fastest Growing Locations in the Last Five Years                                                   
(Percentage Growth) 
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 Court Caseload Trends 
Civil Litigation:  The weakened economy has 
coincided with strong civil caseload growth. 
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Civil Caseload Highlights: 

• Overall growth is strong—civil 
filings up 17% over the last 5 
years. 

• 30,000 more debt collection 
cases filed annually than 5 
years ago. 

• 13,000 more foreclosures filed 
annually than 5 years ago. 

• Some case types are decreas-
ing—tort case filings have de-
creased by 14% since 2005. 
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60% Growth since 2005 28% Growth since 2005 

17% Growth since 2005 
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 Probation Caseload Trends 
Colorado Probation is committed to public safety, victim and commu-
nity reparation through offender accountability, skill and competency 
development and services to the communities of Colorado. 
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Probation Caseload Highlights: 

• Number of offenders supervised 
has increased by 25% over the 
last 5 years. 

• 10,000 more offenders on proba-
tion since 2005. 

• Fastest growing caseloads are 
adult supervision (regular) and sex 
offenders on intensive supervision. 
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 Budget Cuts—Judicial’s Share  
The Judicial Department is on track to reduce its budget by 
$18.6 million and 266 FTE by July 1, 2010.   

87% of Judicial’s budget is Per-
sonal Services—cuts have a 
direct impact on staffing levels. 

An $18 million budget cut will 
result in a 9% reduction in court 
and probation staff. 

Court and Probation FTE Reductions by Judicial District  
(Includes Cuts to State Administration and Appellate Staff) 

Distribution of the Judicial 
Department Budget 
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 The Dollars and Sense of Probation 
Probation provides an opportunity for an offender to remain in the community with 
conditions.  Many probationers support themselves and their families, contribute 
taxes, pay restitution and have access to a greater variety of treatment, education 
and training options than those offenders who are incarcerated.  

Each of the correction agencies receives 
funding as determined by the legislature.  
General fund budget appropriations are 
distributed as shown in these charts (other 
dollars may be available through grants, 
cash funds, etc.).  Relatively limited fund-
ing per offender is available outside correc-
tional institutions.  All correctional agencies 
would benefit from an increase in money 
used for treatment and other services to 
work with offenders, either in place of in-
carceration, during incarceration or to pre-
pare for and assist in re-entry after incar-
ceration.  

The cost of corrections is directly 
related to the level of confine-
ment of each sentencing option.   

As Probation is community 
based and the least restrictive,    
it is also the least expensive     
option.  

PROBATION IS A COST-
EFFECTIVE UTILIZATION OF 
TAXPAYER DOLLARS. 
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 Problem Solving Courts 
Problem solving court dockets, like drug courts, have proven to reduce the 
number of high risk offenders who historically return to the judicial system 
as a result of underlying criminogenic risk factors including substance 
abuse and mental illness. 

Adult Drug Court, 20

JV Drug Court, 10

Family/D&N Court, 12

DUI Court, 5

Adult Mental Health 
Doc., 3

JV Mental Health, 1

Truancy Court, 5

Veterans / Trauma 
Court, 1

Operational Problem Solving  Courts‐‐January 2010

There are problem solving court 
dockets located in 13 of Colorado’s 
22 Judicial Districts. 

The most common problem solving 
courts focus on substance abuse. 

 

Drug Courts Reduce Crime  
• Nationwide, 75% of Drug Court graduates 
remain arrest-free at least two years after leav-
ing the program.  
• Studies examining long-term outcomes of 
individual Drug Courts have found that reduc-
tions in crime last at least 3 years and can en-
dure for over 14 years.  
• The most rigorous and conservative scien-
tific “meta-analyses” have all concluded that 
Drug Courts significantly reduce crime—as 
much as 35 percent more than other sentenc-
ing options.  
• Drug Courts provide more comprehensive 
and closer supervision than other community-
based supervision programs.  

Drug Courts Save Money  
• Nationwide, for every $1.00 invested in 
Drug Court, taxpayers save as much as $3.36 
in avoided criminal justice costs alone.  
• When considering other cost offsets such 
as savings from reduced victimization and 
healthcare service utilization, studies have 
shown benefits range up to $12 for every $1 
invested.  
• Drug Courts produce cost savings ranging 
from $4,000 to $12,000 per client. These cost 
savings reflect reduced prison costs, reduced 
revolving-door arrests and trials, and reduced 
victimization.  
• In 2007, for every Federal dollar invested 
in Drug Court, $9.00 was leveraged in state 
funding.  

Drug Court Facts 
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Contacts: 
Sherry Stwalley, Legislative Liaison 

(303) 941-3088; sherry.stwalley@judicial.state.co.us 

 

Jeff Clayton, Assistant Legislative Liaison 

(303) 656-5411; jeffrey.clayton@judicial.state.co.us 
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